25-^6 October
A belgian crisis averted
Thanks to the equanimity of the Belgian citizens and the
painstaking arrangements of authorities, the Resist threat to
"descend upon Brussels" was averted. The leader of the party
and his two lieutenants were arrested for attempting to address
a prohibited meeting. Tramway services had been suspended,
and all vehicles seeking to enter the capital were checked, "the pos:
office and the wireless stations were guarded by armed gendarmes.
The ex-Service men marched past the King as usud. Here
and there a Rexist raised his hand in the Fascist salute, but his
cries of "Vive Degrelie" were drowned by cries of "Vive le
Roi." As soon as the ceremony was over, large crowds gathered
at the Place Ste. Gudule. Promptly at noon a whistle blew and
Rexists surged into the square. All wore the party badge in
their buttonholes, and many wore the party armlet also. Vv'hen
M. Degrelie appeared in the window of an art-dealer's shop,
frantic cheering greeted him. Some Rexists shouted
"Hosanah"; others cried "Resign." Some sang the "Brciban-
£onne"; others "Vers 1'Avenir." Flemish Nationalists did their
best with the "Vlaamische Leeuw." M. Degrelie had a loud-
speaker, but his voice was drowned in the enthusiasm. Po-ice
and gendarmes rushed into the square and with sabres drawn
charged the crowd. Their task was not made easier by the
presence of anti-Fascists, who shouted "Rex a Berlin" and
seized a Rexist banner, which they tore to pieces. M. Degreile
himself in the meantime remained at his window, clapping his
hands and shouting "Vivent les gendarmes." He was arrested
as he came out of the building.
Monday 26	spain
Local prophets foretell the fall of Madrid in between three
and ten days. General Monastery's column of cavalry, tanks,
and artillery has occupied both banks of the River Jarama, thus
cutting off communication between Madrid and Aranjuez, and
protecting the insurgent right flank. There is a remarkable
absence of Government aircraft. This may be held in reserve
for an emergency evacuation, or it may be that the airmen are
disinclined to receive the reward of some of their comrades who
were shot for mistaken bombing of their own positions some
days past.
an arab leader retires
Fawzi Kawakji, the picturesque "Commander-in-Chief of
the Army of Southern Syria" who led the Arab bands in the

